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The unexpected attacks in the United States on September 11, 2001,
and how the media covered the story affected people's’ lives and
opinions. On that day, September11,-2001 there-werefour airplanes
that-were hijacked and three of those airplanes crashed into buildings,
while -and-one crashed intoen the ground. The first airplane had-
crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center. About 15
minutes later, the second airplane had-crashed into the south tower of
the World Trade Center. Half an hour later, a third airplane crashed
into the Pentagon. And Ha-about 20 minutes later, the fourth airplane, -
was-aimed at the presidential retreat inat Camp David, Md., B-but-it+
ended up crashing in Pennsylvania.

Shortly Heurstater-after al four planes had crashed, the Twin Towers
of the World Trade Center collapsed into a pile of flamingrubble. The
next day, the-FBI authorities said that-all four planes were carrying a
total of 266 people and all were killed. The New Y ork miayor said
that there were 2,100 people injured and about 150 people who were in
critical condition in New York City. An additional 3,000 people were
Fhey-reported deadthat-there was-abeut-3-00-people-had-died.. After
the attacks occurred, they-elosed-all airports across the nation were
closed, aswell as some Amtrak rail lines in the Northeast. Fhey-also-
hadte-stop-alt S-sports activities were also postponed until further
notice. In Chicago, the Sears Tower was even evacuated, fearing it

was an ideal target for more attacks.because they-theught-that-a-plane-

In New York City, more than 10,000 rescuers rushed to the scene to do
their job. -givethem-their-help—Fhere-were-alse-v Volunteers and
medical workers also donated their efferiag-help, not to mention -and-
blood. Asamatter of fact, sSo many people had-lined up to donate

blood in this time of need te-the-many-victims-and-that some were

turned away. Shr-Chicage,-some Chicago ef-the-policemean,
firefighters and paramedics went to New Y ork City to volunteer their

services aswell. People al over the world are-sentding- money to the
New Y ork victims that survived and to the families of victims—
famities -that did not survive.

The public was-blamiedrg- the-Arabs and Muslims for the attacks.
The hostility that was quickly garnered for these people led to Fhere-
wastrouble al over the United States, including the following

instances. ane-thefollewing-are-afew— In Alexandria, Va., A-bricks




were thrown through the windows of a therets-a-Muslim bookstore. -
and-they-threw-feur-bricks threugh-the- windews—A gunman killed a
Pakistani Muslim stere-ewnerstoreowner in Dallas, TexasX. In
Chicago, a Molotov cocktail was thrown into an Arab-American
community center, but no one was injured, only property was
damaged. In Gary, Ind.N, a man was-wearing a mask shot more
thanever 20 bullets from a high-powered assault rifle at a Muslim
man. The Muslim man survived and he was a U.S. citizen born in
Yemen. In St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, an Eagle Mini Mart was
firebombed because a Muslim owned it. Two buildings for that-
Muslims worship were firebombed with Molotov cocktails.

Some Sikhs and Copts were are-beingtargeted after becadse sorme-are-
being mistaken for Muslims. Here-are-afew-examples—A gas station
owner in Mesa, Ariz., was killed, and he was not neither Arab nor
Muslim. An Egyptian-American grocer was shot and killed near his
International Market store in San Gabriel, Calif.A. He was Copt, not
Arab or Muslim. A gasoline bomb was thrown into the home of a
Sikh family in California. A Samaj Hindu temple in Hamilton,
OntarioN, Canada, was firebombed by an arsonist. The police
speculated that the arsonist mistalkkmistooken the temple for a mosque.
Finally, itn Australia, -people tried to set fire to a Lebanese--Christian
church.

There were aso acts of Ki ndn%s towards M usl i ms across the country.

ata%@eampl&—'Fherewa&&A Mushm woman swwho Ilved in

Oakdale, Minn., N-whe-had-a-netghbers sign-a-card-and-gave-
herreceived -fresh flowers, “with-fresh--baked cookies and a card from:

her nei qhbors expressi nq their Support Ihey—had—tetel—her—that—they—

that—they—m#—betheretepher—Another M usllm Iherewas&womam
was stopped by awoman on her way into who-wentto-a store in her

mmrvanﬂandraJaelyLeameeutaneLThe woman told her thatshe was

sorry for some of our countrymen who were arewrerg-wrongfully

accusmg alI Musllm people444~eeJ,ree|éheneWJehat—s:heAr\resshann{:)L

There was a resident-Muslim doctor who is-Mushm-ang-he-was very-
nervous about what had happened and he-was-afraid to go to work.
When he entered the hospital to see a patient, the patient’ s parents
guestioned if her was Muslim and When he said hewas they were-

there+&noreasen¢er—rt—at—aH—There was a person who lived in Seattl e
that was afraid to go to his Muslim mosque. He had just turned
Muslim ayear before-age- and he-was afraid to wear his head
covering. When he went to his mosque, however, -he found a bouquet




of flowers, flags and cards outside the mosque. It hag-brought tears to
his eyes for he had assumed that everyone was afraid or hated the-
M usl ims because of the attacksenieheAA#eHel—'FFadeeaqteF —'Fhe

Many others across Fhere-were-also-pesplerthe United States were
affected by the tragedy in numerous ways, from mail delivery delays

and job Iayoffs to restricted travel plans and lost famny and friends.

jebs—Itis rggorted Ihepeeptearewmg%hapthe person whese+s
responsible for thets attacks is Osama bin Laden, a —Heisthe Saudi

m|II|ona|re beheved to bemwhehesbeen#amed—ﬁemeﬁepat{aek—

Afghanl stan




